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great speed got between the Moghul army and Delhi and
began to plunder the capital, He pitched his camp at
Tuglakabad, the city of Ghazi-ud-din-Tughlak, of which
the giant walls still overawe the casual spectator. On
account of some local festival in Bhavani's honour,
Tughlakabad happened to be full of pilgrims and pleasure
seekers and pious persons, both Hindus and Musulmans,
from Delhi. These the Marathas, regardless of their victims7
piety, robbed of all they had. Bajirao then moved his
camp to the Kutub Minar, where the column erected by
the emperor Kutb-ud-din looked down with dismay on the
presumption of the infidels. After plundering the town
wherein dwelt once the Afghan emperors, he then moved
nearer Delhi and camped in the south-western suburbs,
where a viceregal palace, more splendid than any of its
imperial forerunners, is now rising into towers. The
fugitives of the sacked towns rushed into Delhi and filled
the capital with their clamours. The emperor ordered
one Amir Khan to march against the Marathas with every
soldier in the city. Bajirao sent out a few horsemen to
meet Amir Khan and concealed his main army. This
common, Maratha artifice tempted one of Amir Khan's
generals, a Sayad named Mir Hussein Khan, to charge out
into the open plain. Directly Mir Hussein Khan and his
men were beyond the range of the cannon on the Delhi
walls, the Maratha horse under Malharrao Holkar and
Ranoji Sindia wheeled round, killed, and wounded six
hundred imperialists, including Mir Hussein Khan, and
drove the rest back into the city*.

It was, however, impossible that Bajirao should remain
where he was. Messengers had at once been sent to Sadat
Khan and Khan Dauran. Immediately after his defeat of
Mir Hussein Khan, the Peshwa learnt that the two generals
were hastening back to join Amir Khan with the main
Moghul army. Unwilling to risk a pitched battle so far
from his base and with Nizam-ul-Mulk on his line of

* Sjyar-ul-Muta Kherin.